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RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 13 April 1875 for, 

COPY “ of Memorials from the Council of the National Education League 
for Ireland , addressed to His Grace the Duke of Abercorn, Lord Lieutenant, &c., 
on the Subject of Inroads made and contemplated upon the Fundamental 
Principle of the National System of Education in Ireland:” 

“ And, from the Elementary Education Committee of the General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church in Ireland , addressed to His Grace the Lord Lieu- 
tenant, on the Subject of Non-vested Training Colleges. 



To His Grace the Duke of Abercorn , Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. 



May it please your Grace, 

It is with deep regret that we, the Council of the National Education League 
for Ireland, feel ourselves constrained to represent to your Grace our serious 
apprehensions respecting the prospects of the general education of the people of 
Ireland, occasioned by former and recent proceedings of those who have been 
empowered to control the administration of the National System, and by the 
further inroads on the fundamental principle of that system, which are understood 
to be in contemplation. 

That system, as defined in a letter dated in October 1831, from the late Lord 
Derby to the then Duke of Leinster, requesting his Grace to . act as one of the 
Commissioners of Education, contemplated ‘ e as one of its main objects, to unite 
in one system children of different creeds” by establishing “ a system of educa- 
tion from which should be banished even the suspicion of proselytism ; which, 
admitting children of all religious persuasions, should not interfere with the 
peculiar tenets of any,” and which “ should aftord a combined literary and a 
separate religious education.” Lord Derby’s letter further intimated that the 
Commissioners acting under it would “ require the schools to be kept open for a 
certain number of hours, or four or five days in the week, for moral and literary 
education only ; and the remaining one or two days to be set apart for giving 
separately such religious education to the children as may be approved of by the 
clergy of their respective persuasions ; that they would also permit and encourage 
the clergv to give instruction to the children of their respective persuasions, 
either before or after the ordinary school hours, on the other days ot the Reek ; 
and that a training school should be established in Dublin, which should not only 
familiarise the candidate for the office of teacher with the best methods of 
instruction, but should serve as a model for the working of the united principle 
of education. Of all these objects we most earnestly approve. Experience has 
shown that they are fully appreciated by the people of Ireland wherever they 
have been fairly carried out ; and we cannot but lament that deep and serious 
inroads have been made upon them by those who ought to have been their 



guardians. . . , 

The first Board of Commissioners consisted of seven members, belonging to 
different religious denominations ; but no absolute rule was laid down as lo tie 
total number of Commissioners or the number of members who should belong to 
each church. By successive additions, the number of Commissioners has been • 
. increased to 20 : of whom, as the last charter of the Board prescribes, 10 must 
always be Protestants and 10 Roman Catholics. As the . Protestants^ are now 
and probably will always be, members of various denominations, it is evi en 
that a preponderating influence will always be possessed by the adherents ot 
the Roman Catholic Church ; and, in our opinion, the effect of this preponder- 
ance has been of late years distinctly manifested. 
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Not long since, the rule requiring that religious instruction shall be adminis 
tered “ either before or after ” the hours reserved for united literary education 
has been set aside in favour of schools taught by monks anti nuns, who are 
allowed to allot an additional portion of time in the course of the school-day for 
religious teaching ; and in at least one case, u further permission has been given 
to the managers ofa convent school, to withdraw the children from their ordinary 
lessons for the purpose of preparing them for the Holy Communion. When to 
this is added, conventual and monastic schools are expressly exempt from the 
rule which excludes ecclesiastics of all churches from becoming teachers of 
national schools, and that the members of the various religions orders officiate as 
teachers arrayed in the habits of their respective societies, with their rosaries 
and crucifixes displayed, it is evident that these seminaries cannot be regarded 
as lit for the ‘' united education of children of all religious persuasions.” ° 

The late resident Commissioner of Education declared in a I-’uper drawn up 
by him in answer to a letter from the Roman Catholic Bishops to Sir George 
Grey, then Secretary for the Home Department (January 1806 ), demanding the 
“ Introduction of the Denominational System into certain Schools, and the 
Destruction of the Model Schools”; that “The Commissioners laid never 
refused to endow, in the immediate neighbourhood of a model school, a well- 
conducted rival school under Roman Catholic management, though well aware 
that it had been established for the express purpose of drawing away from the 
Model School the Roman Catholic children attending it it being also noto- 
rious that the pupils in question were to be withdrawn, not by the attraction of 
superior educational advantages, but by the influence of episcopal threats and 
clerical dictation, thereby effectually putting down united education in the 
district. 

We cannot but advert to the eagerness with which the Commissioners adopted 
a suggestion made in a letter from Lord Carlingford, when Secretary for 
Ireland, that a number of training schools should be founded and endowed at 
tire public expense, but placed under local (which in this case means denomina- 
tional) management, for the purpose of qualifying teachers to become instructors 
in schools that are professedly established for the united education of children 
belonging to all churches and sects. This scheme was happily frustrated by the 
wisdom of the Administration which came into power immediately after the 
date ot that celebrated letter ; but the ready and rapid consent given to its 
proposals by the Board, sufficiently shows their hostility to the fundamental 
principle of the system which they have undertaken to administer. 

W e have further to regret that a plan has been adopted by the majority of the 
present Commissioners, for allowing teachers who are sent for training to the 
establishment provided by the State for that purpose, to be lodged and boarded 
at the public expense in residences outside of the training; school, under the 
superintendence of chaplains. There can be no doubt that such pi aces of 
residence would, in the majority of instances, be monasteries and convents. 
Tins plan, therefore, would virtually be an endowment of those monasteries and 
convents out of the revenues of the State. It would keep the young persons 
while in training apart from contact with their fellow-teachers of other per- 
suasions; and, judging from the specimens we have seen of the books employed 
by some of the monastic orders in their schools, they would probably receive 
impressions neither favourable to national harmony nor to political loyalty, 
lhey would certainly lie taught to detest the very name of united education, 
which it has been the object of the Imperial Parliament to establish, and which 
they-e to be themselves employed in carrying into practical effect. 

We have further to deplore the measures which have been adopted by the 
Board for lessening the number of candidate teachers in the various model 
schools throughout Ireland ; and for raising the fees of the pupils attending 
them to an amount, which appears to us unreasonable, and which will certainly 
drive away a. great number of children from those excellent establishments. 
The effect of these measures will be to diminish their efficiency both as educa- 
tional and training institutions ; aud thereby the way will be prepared for 
carrying out the decree of the Roman Catholic prelates, who declare that they 
must be abolished utterly, the buildings being “ turned into training schools 
of a denominational character, or utilised in some other way.” 

We are therefore of opinion that the interests of national education are not 
safe m the hands of the present. Board of Commissioners ; and we respectfully 

suggest 
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suggest either that it be entirely remodelled and constituted on a new principle, 
abolishing' the denominational qualification of membership and depriving it 
altogether of legislative functions ; or that a Minister of the Crown be appointed, 
with a seat in Parliament, who shall be responsible for the administration of a 
svstem of education to be defined and settled by an Act of the Parliament 
itself. It seems to us an anomaly that public funds to the amount of upwards of 
600,000 l. per annum should be left to be applied at the discretion of a body of 
Commissioners who sit and deliberate in private, and who can add to or alter 
the rales of the system as they please without any. check or confro except the 
necessity of obtaining the consent of the Lord Lieutenant to any alteration in 
fundamental rules ; they themselves assuming the province of determining what 
regulations are fundamental and what are not. 

°We are fully sensible of the difficulty under which the local managers of 
national schools are placed by the want of a sufficient supply of trained and 
classed teachers. The scarcity, however, is in a great measure caused by the 
annual withdrawal of large numbers from the service, in consequence of the 
utterly inadequate scale of remuneration afforded them by the profession which 
was their first choice, and in which many of them would gladly continue if it 
afforded them a reasonable competence. "We would recommend, therefore, that 
means be adopted for remedying this evil, which is gradually but certainly pro- 
ducing a most deteriorating effect on the general education of the country, by 
driving from the profession many of its best qualified and most efficient 
members. 

We therefore earnestly pray — 

(1.) That the Board of Commissioners be re-modelled and deprived of all 
legislative functions; or that it be superseded by a Minister of the Crown 
responsible to Parliament. 

(2.) That your Grace should withhold your assent from the proposal of 
the Commissioners for defraying out of the public funds the cost of 
boarding and lodging teachers in training in extern residences. 

(3.) That means be adopted for increasing the remuneration and raising 
the status of teachers in the ordinary national schools. 

(4.) That the niudel schools be preserved in full efficiency, and that their 
capabilities as establishments for the training of teachers be fully developed. 

(5.) That no exceptional privileges or exemptions be granted to schools 
or communities belonging to any religious denoitiination or sect ; and that 
those which already exist be withdrawn. 

(6.) That the details of the administration of the system be defined at the 
earliest possible moment by Act of Parliament. 

Signed, by order of the Council, 

George C. Smythe, j 
J. Scott Porter , I Honorary 

R. G. Jones, | Secretaries. 

Thomas Sinclair, J 

Belfast, 20 January 1875. 



To His Grace the Duke of Abercorn, Lord Lieutenant General, and General 
Governor of Ireland. 

Presbyterian Church m Ireland, appomte P of our people, beer 

the Church in all matters affecting the « ® m ®^ r ^ eard with aMie ty and alarm 
leave to represent to your Grace that « submitted proposals to Her 

that the Commissioners of National Education oDinion tend to the 

Majesty's Government, the adoption of which would, in our opinion, 
destruction of United National Education m re an . That 
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That the members of the General Assembly, since first they agreed to receive 
aid from the Board, have firmly adhered to the principle of United Non-sectarian 
Education, as opposed to the Denominational System, and have sought to main- 
tain that principle in its integrity, by every means in their power. 

That a system of education which secures equal rights and privileges to all irre- 
spective of creed, maintains parental right and authority, affords every reasonable 
facility for imparting religious instruction, provides adequate safeguards against 
proselytism, and bring together in family intercourse the young of all denomina- 
tions, is one v ell suited to the wants of this country, and its acceptability to the 
Irish people is demonstrated by its continued and increasing success ; upwards 
of one million of pupils out. of a population, according to the last census, of 
5,402,759 having been found during the. year 1873 on the rolls of the National 
Schools. 

That no antagonistic or rival system, such as the Denominational, can be set 
up, or in way countenanced by the State, without sacrificing the rights of 
minorities, interfering with the free exercise of parental authority, necessitating 
increased expenditure, and the multiplication of small inefficient schools, and 
fostering those feelings of alienation, intolerance, and mutual distrust which have 
so long prevailed to the deep injury of the country and the retarding of its 
improvement and prosperity. 

That to establish Denominational Schools, or ro hand over to the several 
denominations, model and other vested school-houses that have been erected at 
the expense of the State for the purposes of non-sectarian education, would be 
a wrongful alienation of public property, and would involve, in a most objection- 
able form, the principle of concurrent endowment, in contravention of the policy 
which has recently received the deliberate sanction of the Legislature. 

That we regard the model schools, under the control of the State, as being 
an essential and invaluable part of the national system, carrying out most fully 
its leading principle of combined literary and moral and separate religious instruc- 
tion, as indispensable for the training of qualified teachers, and as furnishing 
models of correct instruction to ordinary schools ; and we emphatically condemn 
the conduct of the Board in encouraging rival sectarian establishments in violation 
of the spirit of the system they were appointed to administer ; and in repeatedly 
pressing on Her Majesty’s Government a scheme for the establishment of training 
schools, virtually denominational, which, if adopted, would speedily put an end 
to the united training of teachers of all persuasions in the same institutions; and 
would in the end entirely destroy the non-sectarian character of the national 
system. 

That when a proposal for the establishment of non-vested model schools was 
first put before the Board in 1858, in a Report by the present resident Com- 
missioner, then a head inspector, the Commissioners ordered it to be expunged, 
on the ground that “ the plan proposed for the establishment of non-vested 
model schools involves an organic change in the system but when a scheme, 
practically identical with this, was brought before the Commissioners in a letter 
from the "Chief Secretary for Ireland, dated 19th June 1866, they expressed 
“ their general approbation ” of its proposals, and their readiness to carry them 
into practical effect. This letter, which was addressed to the Board on the 
occasion of a Parliamentary crisis, recommended (1.) “ Model schools under 
local management” essentially denominational, on the ground of “ the. hostility 
felt and expressed in some quarters, and especially in the Roman Catholic com- 
munity,” to the existing model and training schools under the management of 
the State. (2.) The appointment of paid chaplains, who should have complete 
control, not only over the religious instruction of the teachers in training and 
the pupils, but also over the principals of all those establishments, as none of 
them could be appointed unless he possessed a “ certificate as to faith and 
morals of the chaplains”; and (3.) that the teachers sent up for training in 
Dublin should be allowed “ to board and lodge out of the official establishment, 
in “a boarding-house” certified by the chaplain. At an interview which a 
deputation from this committee had on the 24th January 1867, with the late 
Lord Derby, then Prime Minister, while declining to say what course the Cabinet 
would take in relation to this letter, he stated he had “ no hesitation in saying 
that the adoption of its proposals would be the destruction of United National 
Education in Ireland.” It was, no doubt, chiefly on this ground that, on two 
separate occasions, namely, in 1866 and 1867, the Government of which he was 
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the head, refused to include in the Estimates any sum for the purpose of carrying- 
out these proposals. 

That the non-vested training colleges, which we understand have now again 
been proposed for the Sanction of Her Majesty’s Government by a majority of 
the Commissioners, must be virtually denominational ; that they are. designed 
‘‘for and will be attended” by, only teachers of one creed, namely, Roman 
Catholics, is manifest, because Protestants of all denominations are satisfied with 
the central training establishment and district model schools under the manage- 
ment and control of the State, and desire their maintenance and extension. 
Such non-vested training colleges are offered as a concession to those who claim 
to be the sole directors of education, who demand at the public expense “ a 
system of education, Catholic in all its branches, primary, intermediate, and 
university,” who condemn as being intrinsically evil all mixed education, and 
especially the central and district model schools under the direction of the State ; 
and this concession will be valued by them just in proportion as it puts into their 
hands an endowment for sectarian purposes, and affords a vantage ground from 
which all that remains of united education cau he the more, effectually assailed 
and destroyed. 

That undenominational training and model schools such as have hitherto 
existed are the proper complement of an undenominational system ; and as the 
declared “ object of the system of national education is to afford combined 
secular and moral and separate religious instruction to children of all persua- 
sions, as fiir as possible, in the same school,” teachers should be trained in 
institutions calculated to fit them for working this system, amid surroundings in 
harmonv with its object, and not in denominational colleges, where students of 
one particular creed would be trained separately from all others, and in a spirit 
of hostility to the principles on which the National System is based. 

That there is no proper analogy between the training colleges in Great Britain 
and the model and training schools in Ireland. The former having been estab- 
lished under a denominational system were in perfect harmony with its principles, 
as long as that system existed”. The latter having been founded in connection 
with a°national non-sectarian system were consequently non-sectarian, and were 
conducted in conformity with the principles of the system of which they were 
regarded as an integral part. To establish denominational training colleges 
now, and so create a want of harmony between the colleges in which the 
teachers are trained, and the system they are to carry into execution in the 
schools, would be an inconsistent and retrograde policy, and one deeply injurious 
t.o the true interests of national education. Besides, the model and training 
schools in Ireland having been built exclusively by public money, and for the 
good of the general community, were naturally and properly under the manage- 
ment and direction of the State. In this respect also they differ materially from 
the training colleges .in Britain, which were built in great measure by private 
subscriptions, and for denominational purposes, and were therefore under the 
management and control of the denominations in whose interests they were 
established. ' 

That a large number of tlie teachers who are returned by the Commissioners as 
untrained, merelv because they have not attended at the establishment in Dublin, 
have received a good practical training either as monitors in the ordinary 
schools, or as pupil teachers in the model schools. From the Report for 1872, 
it appears that of 801 new teachers who entered the service during that year, 
414 had received some preparatory training as pupil teachers or paid monitors. 
From the same Report it appears that from the commencement of their proceed- 
ings up to the end of 1872, the Commissioners had trained in Dublin 9,058 
teachers, of whom there were then in the service only 3,464, thus leaving 5,594 
to he accounted for. When allowance is made for the proportion of these that 
have died or been incapacitated by old age, there must still be a serious margin 
of desertions. That competent and skilled teachers, dissatisfied with their posi- 
tion, are constantly leaving for other pursuits is well known. During the >eai 
1872, 189 trained teachers passed from the service, 20 of these resigned owing 
to old ao-e, and 29 died, so that 140 trained teachers must have deserted the 
service in one year. It is clear that no extension of training establishments will 
/avail unless means are adopted to attach trained teachers to their profession. 
The remedy needed is to be sought, not in the establishment of denominational 
training colleges, but in the encouragement of the district model schools and the 
2 oi, A3 development 
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development of their training capabilities, and in the adoption of measures for 
improving the position, and augmenting the incomes of the national teachers. 

That the Commissioners, in their Report for 1849, speaking of the practical 
working of the plan for the united training of teachers of various denominations 
and of the happy results flowing from it, hear the following testimony : “We 
have felt it our duty, in previous Reports, to express our satisfaction at the spirit 
of brotherly love in which the National teachers in our training schools live with 
each other. Coming from all parts of the country, belonging to various religious 
denominations, and entertaining different opinions on many questions, they 
nevertheless live in harmony under the same roof, and in the practice of 
Christian kindness and goodwill.” Up to the present time the evidence of the 
Commissioners is the same. In their last Report they say, “The inmates have 
been distinguished as heretofore for the general correctness of their conduct for 
the maintenance of order and discipline," for the exercise of kindly feelings 
towards each other, and for the careful observance of their religious duties.” 
And the Right Honourable Alexander McDonnell, then resident Commissioner 
when examined before the Royal Commission of 1868, after declaring that no 
part of their system had worked more happily than the united training of Pro- 
testants and Catholics in the normal school in Marlborough-street, added this 
remarkable testimony: (Query 11,241.) “ I have seen for the last 29 years 
great numbers coming from every part of Ireland, Saxons and Celts, Protestants 
and Catholics, between the ages of 18 and 25, the age of the passions, when men 
are most unmanageable generally, and I have seen them living in perfect har- 
mony together, not only during the day when they were attending their secular 
instruction, but during the evening ; and 1 have never known a single case 
amongst them where there was any religious quarrel, and thousands have been 
educated in that way.” Having regard to such evidence of the successful 
working and beneficial results of the system of united training, and considering 
that no evils have ever been shown to have arisen from it, we are of opinion that 
it should not be superseded, directly or indirectly ; and that the mere fact of its 
being condemned by the Roman Catholic Hierarchy cannot be held, by those 
who keep in view the fundamental principles of united education, to be an 
adequate reason for interfering with it, and bringing in a different system, seeing 
that mixed education as a whole is involved in the same condemnation. 

May it please your Grace to represent these as our views to Her Majesty’s 
Government, with the prayer that the fundamental principle of united education, 
as opposed to the denominational system, may be preserved unimpaired ; and, in 
particular, that no sanction may be given to the present proposals for lion-vested 
training colleges, or to any other changes tending to denominationalisin that may 
he proposed in the National system, and we will ever pray, &c. 



Cork, 28 December 1874. 



(signed) William Mag-ill, 

Moder. Gen. Assembly. 

(signed) Francis Pettier ew. 

Convener. 
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